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ZAMWI's Children's Avesta Classes are held on the first 
and third Sunday of each month.  Currently we have 
seven sections ranging from one year old to 17.   
The two of youngest groups are composed primarily of 
younger siblings of current students, but all are welcome.  
Parent volunteers will lead this youngest section.  
The primary function of these classes are for the children 
to get together, play together, learn together, and 
generally have fun together, thereby forging bonds which, 
hopefully, will last to adulthood and beyond.  Observing 
the groups over the past nine years, we can honestly say 
that a more wonderful group  
of children who look out for each other would be hard to 
find; when they're together it's a truly heartwarming sight 
to behold.  
We start the "academic year" on the third Sunday in 
September (the first Sunday being Labor Day Weekend) 
and go until June.  On the first Sunday of every  
month, our Ervad Behram Panthaki leads the group in 
prayers followed by a short lesson.  We then break up into 
our smaller groups headed by parent volunteers.  Most of 
the teaching is done on a unit basis, so if a child 
misses one class, he/she can catch up on the next go-
around.  There is quite a bit ofreview, hands-on learning, 
and repetition so no child feels left out or left behind. 
The children get some free time to play together, after 
which we eat gahambar style.   
Apart from academic instruction, students participate in 
many of ZAMWI's events and celebrations:  Mehreghan, 
Yalda, Sadeh, Norooz and Tirghan.There is also an annual 
Sports Day, Bowling Party, and Bike ride.  
In addition to these events, parents and others from the 
community can enjoy participating in adult discussion 
groups which take place on the first Sunday of the month 
while yoga classes are offered on the third Sunday of the 
month when the religious classes are taking place. 
Please refer to http://www.zamwi.org  for 
directions to the school, class calendars and any other 
information relating to the classes. 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 
For SEPTEMBER: 
    Kamyar Dastani (2nd) 
    Roksana Verahrami (3rd)  
    Roxane Farahifar (14th) 
     Amy Engineer (19th)  
     Ashtad Engineer (19th)  
     Ariya Mobaraki (27th)  
     Maia Parthasarathy (30th)  
     Reshad Pilgrim (30th) 
For OCTOBER:  
          Deena Shahryary (4th)  
          Neville Fitch (20th)  

          Dawna Shahriari (27th) 
( If we are missing your child's name please let us know) 
We are always excited about welcoming young ones to 
these classes;  please feel free to contact 
rubinajp@aol.com or mfaidun@cox.net for more 
information. 
Co-coordinators  
Rubina Patel:  RubinaJP@aol.com         (301) 754-2762 
Mina Aidun:  mfaidun@cox.net             (703) 262-0432 
***************************************     
Grocery certificates for Shoppers and Giant can be made 
available at the classes. Please Contact Mehrdad Aidun at 
703-262-0432 to request certificates. 
***************************************     
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The Tirgan celebration was held on Sunday July 10, 2005 
at  Cabin John Park in Potomac, MD and as always it was 
the wettest day of the year for the Zoroastrian community.  
This festive celebration was specially lots of fun for the 
youth and the children. There were plenty of water guns 
and water balloons on hand which meant that everyone 
got quite a soaking.  Once everyone has had their fill of 
water, they enjoyed the rest of day with a wonderful 
catered lunch from Smokey Glen Farm.  Also Ms. 
Fereshteh Farahmand explained the stories and customs 
which mark this very special day.  You may  Special 
thanks go to Farhad Verahrami and Farnaz Aidun for 
organizing the event.  Also thanks to all the volunteers 
who helped setup, serve the food and cleanup. 
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ZAMWI Youth getting dried under the sun after getting soaked 
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ZAMWI’s Annual Muktad (prayers for the departed) was 
conducted by Ervad Brigadier Behram Panthaki and 
Mobedyar Jamshid Mistry on August 13, 2005 at “the 
Colonies” community center in Virginia.  A well-attended 
ceremony was followed by potluck dinner.  Many 
donations were offered on behalf of the departed relatives.  
Thanks to the many volunteers who organized the success 
of this annual prayer.  Our community is very proud of 
our young Mobedyar Jamshid Mistry and his contribution 
to our community, which will continue in future events 
and ceremonies.  Please visit the ZAMWI website at 
http://www.zamwi.org for more pictures from the event.  
 
Also look for a picture and article on Mobedyar Jamshid 
Mistry in a recent copy of the FEZANA Journal.�
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A large number of ZAMWI Members attended the Pateti 
(Navroze) function on August 27, 2005 at the “Waters 
Landing Community Center” in Maryland.  It was an 
evening full of fun and delicious Indian cuisine from the 
India Garden Restaurant (301) 838-0000.  Artin Aidun 
our talented violinist entertained the party goers with 
music.  It was a great joy to see the huge crowd and also 
many new happy faces from the community.  This event 
will be continued on an annual basis.  ZAMWI wishes to 
thank all the volunteers who contributed towards the 
success this fun filled evening. 
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Babak Joobbani for successfully completing his 
undergraduate studies at the University of Maryland in 
December 2004.  Babak is continuing his studies at the 
The Dental School of Surgery, University of Maryland, 
Baltimore. We wish him good luck as he continues to 
study towards a degree in Dentistry (DDS). 
 
Gina Shroff who is pursuing a PhD in behavioral 
psychology at the State University of NY at Binghamton, 
NY.  She had earned an undergraduate degree in 
psychology at the College of William and Mary, and 
hopes to do research in her field. 
 
Tahmineh Jamaspian who successfully completed an art 
and history course at the University of Cambridge, UK at 
their Summer International School in August 2005. She 
received an award from the Millennium Scholars Honors 
Program towards her courses at Cambridge. 
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(Left to Right) Farzad Aidun, Shirin Parsi, Negin Parsi, Parviz 
Manoochehri, Sohrab Aidun , Feroza Fitch, Farhad Verahrami, 
Tahmoures Hormozdaryan 
 
The picture above depicts the ZAMWI members who 
attended the very first ZAMWI IT Committee meeting 
which was held at 3Soft USA offices in Virginia. This 
group strives to maintain and improve ZAMWI’s online 
presence by administering the ZAMWI website and the 
ZAMWI Yahoo Groups.    
 
We would like to encourage you to visit ZAMWI website 
at http://www.zamwi.org and join the ZAMWI and/or the 
ZYouth Yahoo Groups.  In the past few months our 
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webmaster, Mrs. Feroza Fitch, has been quite busy 
updating and improving the ZAMWI website and we hope 
that you find it useful. Please send comments about the 
site to webmaster@zamwi.org. We would love to hear 
from you and your ideas on how to make the site more 
useful. 
 
We would also like to request those of you who are 
computer savvy to join this technical community by 
contacting Farzad Aidun at farzad.aidun@gmail.com. 
Here is an opportunity to use your technical skills and 
talents to help your community and perhaps learn a thing 
or two in the process.  
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Zenobia Taraporewalla and David Campbell for the birth 
of a beautiful baby girl, Dinaz Taraporewalla Campbell 
born on May 18, 2005.  Congrats to Feroz who is also 
enjoying his baby sister. 

 
We would like to share news from every member in the 
community but we can only do so if we are notified. Please email 
any newsworthy items to Tehmi Jamaspian tjamaspian@aol.com 
for inclusion in the next newsletter.  

We look forward to hearing from you. 
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The Fali Chothia Charitable Trust is now accepting 
applications for its 17th annual scholarship awards. 
Scholarships are open to all Zoroastrian students in North 
America enrolled in four-year or graduate-level programs. 
Awards are based on financial need, academic 
achievement, extracurricular activity and community 
service. They are given as outright gifts or no- and low-
interest loans. 

 To demonstrate solidarity and trust between 
organizations while serving community causes, the US 
Chapter of the World Zoroastrian Organisation is once 

again joining the Fali Chothia Trust's Scholarship 
Program. This partnership enables the Trust to 
significantly increase the amount of its scholarships. 
 
The Fali Chothia Charitable Trust was established in 1988 
under the Zoroastrian Association of Metropolitan 
Washington, Inc. (ZAMWI). The Trust provides 
scholarships to deserving Zoroastrian students enrolled in 
universities in North America, regardless of their country 
of origin. 

Forms are available in PDF format at 
http://www.zamwi.org/about/2001FCCT.pdf 
 
It is with sadness that 
we hear of the demise 
of Professor Kasra 
Vafadari, the eldest 
son of Ardeshir 
Vafadari and 
Mehrangiz Firoozgar, 
on May 16, 2005 in his 
apartment in Paris. He 
is survived by his wife 
and two daughters, 
Afsaneh and Ariana 
Vafadari. 

Dr. Kasra 
Vafadari whom of late spent much of his time in 
Iran, had traveled to Paris for personal reasons 
where he met a tragic end. 

Please visit the following website for a transcript 
of speeches given at Dr. Vafadari’s memorial 
event: 

http://www.marzeporgohar.org/index.php?l=1&c
at=15&scat=&artid=578 

Also a short biography in Farsi can be found 
here:  http://www.fravahr.org/Vafadari/ 

May his soul enjoy Haurvatât and Ameretât in 
the House of Best Mind.  

(source: http://www.iranheritage.org) 
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Join us in deep sorrow of the passing away of Shirin 
Engineer’s father, Soli Poonjiaji, who passed away on 
August 2, 2005, Bombay, India.  His three daughters, 
Sherazade, Avan, and Shirin, and eight grand children, 
Farahanaz, Farhad, Riah, Zenobia, Shanavaz, Darius, 
Amy, and Ashtad and a great grand son Zavin survive 
him.  All religious ceremonies will be performed in 
Bombay, India.  May his soul rest in Peace. Amen. 
 
Homi Gilden passed away in India at the age of 87 on 
June 15, 2005.  Our condolences to Mrs. Khorshed 
Chothia, Feroza Fitch and the family.  May his soul rest in 
Peace. Amen. 
 
Amy Pastakia, 83, passed away in Ahmedabad, Gujarat, 
India on 17th September 2005. She leaves behind two 
sons Behram and Astad, one daughter-in-law Firoza, one 
grand-daughter Mehr, and one grandson, Taronish. May 
her soul rest in peace in the abode of songs. 
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ZAMWI is very proud to report that the remaining 
cemetery plots at Parklawn Cemetery in Rockville, MD 
which have been set aside for the Zarthoshti community at 
a concessional rate have been now purchased and donated 
to ZAMWI by the family of the late Mr. Ardeshir 
Khorrami.as this was his last wish before he suddenly 
departed and joined the abode of Ahura Mazda. In his 
lifetime, Mr. Khorrami has made numerous donations all 
over the world and in his style always observed 
anonymity. But the family now proudly remembers him 
and honors his wishes through this noble and generous 
donation to the community.  Having lived a life of good 
mind, he will continue to live long after his physical being 
has left us  

If you have any questions about the Cemetry plots in MD, 
please contact Khodarahm Yazdanipour at (301) 758-
6765.  
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Donations to ZAMWI have been received from the 
following benefactors: 
 
Anonymous 
Mr. & Mrs. Faraidun Aidun 

Mr. & Mrs. Farzad Aidun 
Mr. & Mrs. Mehrdad Aidun 
Mr. & Mrs. Shahbahram Aidun 
Mr. & Mrs. Nariman Ariaban  
Mr. & Mrs. Ardeshir Bakhtiani 
Mr. & Mrs. Dariush Bakhtiani 
Mr. & Mrs. Shahram Bakhtiani 
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Bhathena 
Mrs Shahrzad Dehmubed 
Mr. Yesvy Gustap 
Mr. & Mrs. Farshad Hormozdyaran 
Mr. & Mrs. Cyrus Hormozi 
Mrs. Tahmineh Jamaspian 
Mrs. Anita Jamshidi 
Mr. & Mrs. Rustom Kevala 
Mr. Behram Pastakia 
Ms. Rubina Patel 
Mr. & Mrs. Kourosh Rateshtari 
Mr. & Mrs. Bahram Shahriari 
Mr. & Mrs. Kersi Shroff 
Mr. & Mrs. Farhad Verahrami 
[In case of an omission to the donation list please contact 
Tehmi Jamaspian: tjamaspian@aol.com .] 
 
Donations to ZCDMW have been received from the 
following benefactors: 
 
Anonymous 
Miss Negin Demehry 
Mrs Vida Foroughi 
Mr. Jamshid Goshtasbi 
Mr. Cyrus Hormozdi 
Mr. Dariush Jamasb 
Mr. Dariush Khosravi 
Mrs. Parvin Sekhavat Tafti 
Ms. Armita Varjavand 
[In case of an omission to the donation list please contact 
Shahnaz : sgheibi@hotmail.com.] 
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 For more photos of past events, details of upcoming 
events and any other information you ever wanted to 
know about ZAMWI, please visit http://www.zamwi.org.  
Please drop us a line and let us know how we can improve 
and what you would like to see most on the site. 


